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Week of Janaury 28, 1991 


STATE AND METROPOLITAN AREA EMPLOYMENT 


WASHINGTON -~ Unemployment rates were higher this October than 
a year earlier in 25 states and the District of Columbia, according 
to the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor. 
The national unemployment rate, not seasonally adjusted, for all 
Civilian workers, was up 0.4 percentage point over the year, from 
5.0 to 5.4 percent. In 41 states, employment on nonfarm payrolls 
was higher in October 1990 than a year earlier. 


Because the data for individual states and areas are not 
seasonally adjusted, comparisons in this release are limited to 
changes from the same month a year earlier. Over-the-month 
comparisons may be affected by seasonal changes and thus could 
present a misleading picture of underlying economic trends. 


Unemployment 


Ten states and the District of Columbia reported October 
1989-90 increases in their unemployment rate of 1 percentage point 
or more. The largest increase was in the District of Columbia (2.2 
points), followed by Massachusetts (1.9 points), Delaware (1.8 


points), and Pennsylvania (1.5 points). West Virginia was the only 


state with an unemployment rate decline of more than 1 percentage 
point. 


Six states had October unemployment rates below 4 percent, 
with Nebraska (2.0 percent) and Hawaii (2.8 percent) having the 
lowest rates. In contrast, unemployment rates were higher than 7 
percent in three states--West Virginia (8.1 percent), Alabama (7.3 
percent), and Michigan (7.2 percent). 


Of the 269 metropolitan areas for which October data are 
available, 50 had over-the-year increases of 1 percentage point or 
more in their unemployment rate, while 29 had decreases of that 
magnitude. A total of 57 areas had October 1990 rates below 4 
percent, while 39 had rates of 7 percent or higher. The lowest 
rates were in Lincoln, Nebr. (1.6 percent), Iowa City, Iowa (1.7 
percent), and Madison, Wisc., and Fargo-Moorhead, N. D. (both 2.1 
percent), and Lafayette-West Lafayette, Ind. (2.2 percent). 

The highest rates were in McAllen-Edinburg-Mission, Tex. (14.5 
percent); two California areas--Bakersfield (10.6 percent) and 
Modesto (10.1 percent); and Flint, Mich. (10.3 percent). 


-nore- 
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Employment 


Nonfarm payroll employment, as measured by the monthly survey 
of establishments, rose by 2 percent or more between October 1989 
and 1990 in 13 states. Nevada continued to report the largest 
percentage gain (6.6 percent), and Utah was the only other state 
with an increase in excess of 4 _ percent. All six New England 
states, the District of Columbia, Michigan, New Jersey, and New 
York reported over-the-year employment losses. 


Nearly all states reported over-the~year job gains in 
services, and three-fourths of the states had increases in 
transportation and public utilities, trade, and government. In 
contrast, over half of the states reported over-the-year employment 
losses in construction and manufacturing. Over-the~year employment 
declines in construction exceeding 10 percent occurred in the New 
England states, New Jersey, and New York. In manufacturing, the 
largest percentage decreases were concentrated along the east coast 
from Maine to Florida. 





Table 3. Unemployment rates by state end selected metropolitan areas 


rercen 


Alabama.......-. ee eees censesoce 
Birmingham. ......-.cccececrees 
Wuntaville......eeecceceeece 
Mobile..... cocvcecesce evece 


Tuscaloosa ecccccccccccces 
Alaska......... eoccces orem rceccerecceee 
Arizons....... eoceccccecs eccccccccccccs 

PROONAX. «0 cece ee ecees . ee cccccccces 

TWCBON. oc ccccccvccccses eeccccccccccccce 
Arkansas....... eee reer eseereceesccseseees 


Fayetteville-Springdale.........eseceee. 
Fort Smith’............ oi 








Bakerafield........ 
PEOBRC.. occ ccccccccccccccccccccccccccces 
Los Angeles-Loag Beach® 





Riverside-San Bermardino.........e.eeee. 
Sacramento........+.+. 
GOO DIGGS. « o cccccccccccscccceccccessetecs 
San Francisco 





Colorado..... cecccesos ee ecccccccccccccccce 
Boulder-Longmont......ccccccccsccssccces 
Denver.......-.62. 


eee eee eee eee eee eee! 


Bridgeport-Milford........ccccccccescees 
MartFOed.. ccccccccccccccccsccescccescces 
Mew Britein......... ee eccecccccccccccccs 
New Haven-Meriden 
Stamford......-+0+ 





BOIBWETO so ocr ccccccccccccccccocccccccccese 
CETAGNGGE 6 occ iesicictcacccaccdbanvecaacs 


District of Columbin.......ccccccccccccces 
WNRNSNEOIT ec ccs tisiscccscscccacuwcsense 


ee er rere 
Fort Lavderdele-Nollywood-Pomparno Beach. 
Fort Myers-Cape Coral........ccccccceces 












Lakeland-Winter Maven. . 
Melbourne-Titusville-Pala Bay.........+. 
Miami-Ninleah......scccccnccccccccce 


POOR e meme eee eeeeeesereeseeene 


TOLIANASHSR. occ ccccccccccccccccccvcccecs 
Tampa-St. Petersburg-Clearweter......... 
West Pela Beach-Boca Raton-Delray Beech. 


QBOTF ID. cccccccccccccscccccsceccccececeese 
ALBORY. cccccccccccccccccccce 
ARRON. ccc cccccccccccccccccccccccccecces 
Atlanta..... 
Augusta’... 
CIT id bc cccccencatcsuvegeddaceedees 
Mecon-Marner Robins.......cccscccccseces 
SOVORRAD.. occ ceccscccccccccccccccccccces 








MawOdd oc ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccece 
WOMOLWIG.. occ ccccccccccccccccccccccccccs 


TOBRO. 0 cee ccecccscccccccccccccccccccccces 
Boise City.....ssccsescccccvcccccccccvcs 


NER os Sea rcs kc cckccivedacdemdccesease 
Awrora-Elgin...ccccccccccccccccccccccces 
Blocmington-Mormal.....ccccccscccccseses 
Chanpaign-Urbena-Rantowl.......seseseces 
CRISEFO. oc ccccccccccccccece eocccceee 
Davenport-Rock Island-Moline*........... 








See fcotnotes st end of table. 
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State anc ares 


DORIS. cc ccccccccvcsccccccceccccccccccce 
Ramkake@e@... 2c cccccccccccscccccccccvcees 
DOOPEB. ccc cccccccccccccccccccceseecocees 








SUMNNOANEE. vc ccccccccscccceccescesceoss 
Indianapolis. ....scsscccsesecccccssseses 
Kokoao 





Lafayette-Mest Lafayette. ......--.-sees% 


TOWR. cccccccccccccccccccccccccccccseseces 


Dubuque... cc cccccccccccccccccccccccsess 
lowe City........ eccccccccccececes 
Materloo-Ceodar Falls......sssesseseseees 










KOASOS. 2. ccc ccccccccccccccesscescessesees 
Topeka... 
MECRAGR. ccc ccccccccccccccorcccoscocess 






Ken cece ee eesecccceseceeceeceesesesess 


Laxington-Fayette......scccscccccesesacs 
Sa c.4 Kh cacndadeudececcuncsedcud 
Owensboro... . sce ec cccecesscceseseseceees 


LOwABIORB.. 0. ccccccccccccccccccccsesscess 
AlqIMAEPID. 0 ccc ccccccccccccccccccce 






Mowuma-Thibodeax......scceccccessesessece 


WOMEMO. cece cnc cvecsereccceseceseccsseeeses 





Baltimore. . 





See cerereseseeseseseseseees 


Massachusetts”... 22.2... ccc ees ccseccceees 
Bostom.....cseeeees 
BEOCKCOR. 2. cece ccccccccccccecesceseveces 








aa da aaeknncedeccccccccsccdnceces 


Pitta deld......sescessseccees 
DpringTiold.....cssecescceces 
Moroester...ccccccccscccccsscceseecseees 





ABA AFBOT.. ccc ccscserecccccensesssecess 
Battle Croek......-sscscccccccssccsvsces 
Benton Marbor......sssccsccccscccsessese 
DetToit..cccccccccccccccccscccccccccsces 
PLIRt..ccccccccccccccces 
Orand Bapids............ eccccccoccees 
JOCKBOR . ccc cccccesesccrscescecees 
Ka lemeeoo....csccccccsscscssceces 
Lansing-East Lansing........++006 
MaBkOGOR. ..ccccccccsccccccssesess 
Seginaw-Bay City-Midland.......sssseeess 


MAmMnesote. oc ccccccsccccrcccssescccescecess 
Duluth®..ccccccccccccccccccccccccccceces 
Minneapolis-St. Pawl?.........cececceees 
Rochester....... TOrerrrrrrr rr rere rr) 
Bt. Clow. .ccccccccccccsccccccsccccceces 













Missiassippi...cscscsccvvccscesessscesceses 
Jeckson 





eeeoeeseeereseseee 


Missouri... cccscccccvcesescesssesesesees 
Kansas City’..... sdéccquctasdunadie 
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: Cludes interstate portion of area located | jacent on the etandardized procedure for cub-state estinatior 
state. . prelisinary. 
ate are obtained directly from the Current Popvulatio OTE Data refer to place of residence Estinstes for 1969 
Survey. , save been benchaarked to 1969 Current Population Survey ennual 
Beginning with date for November 196%, labor orce r averages and may differ from datz published earlier Except in 
unenp loynent estinates for Kew York City end: the Loe the 1] states and 2 areas available directly from the CPS, 
Angeles-Long Beach metropolitan ares are based directly on the astimates for 1990 ore provisional and will be revised when ew 
Crs. These current estinates are not strictly consistent with b 


: bencweark informstion becomes available. See the Technical 
estimates for April 1986 through October 1969, which vere based Kote 
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FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


The first dispute that could be labeled a strike occurred in 
Jamestown, Va., in 1619 as Polish workers protested against being 
denied the right to vote, according to "Labor Firsts in America," 
a U.S. Labor Department publication. In response to their action 
the Council of London yielded, stating "they shalle be 
enfranchised and made as free as any inhabitant there." 


- “exe 


The first labor action caused by economic conditions 
occurred in 1636 when fishermen on Richmond Island off the coast 
of Maine struck to protest the withholding of a year of their 
wages, according to "Labor Firsts in America," a U.S. Labor 
Department publication. 


The first by master craftsmen came in 1659 when New York 


City bakers protested the low prices they were receiving for 
their goods, according to "Labor Firsts in America," a U.S. Labor 
Department publication. 





